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BIRTH OF THE NATIONAL BOOK TRUST, INDIA

T
he first of August, 1957, should

be reckoned as a red-letter day in
the literary life of independent India,

it being the day of the birth, at New Delhi,
of the National Book Trust, India.

The Trust has been formed by the Union
Education Ministry under the Chairmanship
of Sri C.D. Deshmukh, currently Chairman
of the University Grants Commission. Its
main aim is the production of good books at
moderate prices and to make them available
directly to the public and through libraries
and educational institutions.

Vice-President Dr. S. Radhakrishan
inaugurated the Trust and in his illuminating
address to the gathering on the occasion,
stressed on the vitalism of books as a most
natural factor in disciplining people’s minds
and fostering national solidarity.

Among the distinguished guests present
at the function were Prime Minister Nehru,
Union Education Minister Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, Dr. C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyer, Dr.
R.P. Paranjpe, Sri V.T. Krishnamachari,
Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission and representative of the
UNESCO, Vice-Chancellors of universities,
and the fifteen members of the Trust.

Sri Deshmukh said that the predominant
object of the Trust would be to create an
ever-widening range of reading public through
an integrated and well-coordinated system
of making good literature accessible at a
reasonable price. The success of the Trust’s

efforts, he stated, would depend first, on the
right choice of books to be published, and
secondly, its ability to resolve the equation
between the price of the book published and
the number of copies printed.

Cultural Efflorescence
Dr. Radhakrishnan adverted to the splendid
collaboration that the Government and the
people had made in advancing our country’s
material progress, and effecting a new cultural
efflorescence after freedom had been won.
“Countries are not made great,” he said, “by
ideology or plans. They are made by the
ordinary people who have the will to work,
who have developed loyalty, who have learnt
to suffer, if necessary, for the sake of progress
towards a better life and decent standards of
living.”

Through the medium of books we must
vitalise our people, remove their centuries-
old inertia, give them a cause worth working
for. Science, literature, art, philosophy, and
religion had all one chief aim—the
enlightment of the mind and the elevation of
the spirit. While the sciences contributed to
wisdom indirectly, the humanist studies
fostered directly the life of the spirit “at a time
when there is a great blurring of values and
drabness of existence,” he added, “we need
books, books of quality, priced moderately
which reach the common man. I hope the
National Book Trust will supply this great
need of our generation.”

‘Book Hospital’
Prime Minister Nehru who is also Chairman
of the Sahitya Akademi, made it clear that
the purpose of the Trust was not to invade
the domain of private publishers but to make
available books recognised to be good at a
low cost and create a climate for book reading
and book buying among the vast number of
people in the country. It might be recalled
that he expressed quite similar sentiments
when he inaugurated about a year and a half
ago, the Southern Languages Book Trust,
Madras.

Pandit Nehru expressed the hope that
apart from its avowed objects, the National
Book Trust would also serve as a kind of
‘book hospital’ for finding out what generally
stood in the way of books being purchased
and read. He suggested too the establishment
of a large number of small libraries all over
the country which would be of considerable
help to all the three in the world of books—
the writer, the publisher, and the reader.

Bringing the impressive function to a
close, Sri C.D. Deshmukh, Chairman of the
Trust, said that mere adoption of a constitution
or mere establishment of a democratic form
of Government, however commendable, was
not enough. The citizens had to be educated
to discharge their great responsibility which
the Parliamentary system of democracy had
placed on them. Unless that was done,
democracy could not be a blessing.

The speakers at this memorable function
are all men of light and learning—philosopher,
statesman, administrator—illustrious sons of
India, and while the warp and woof of their
words is soft, shining idealism, they have not
been averse to run a tough practical thread or
two in the over-all texture. The National
Book Trust has been formed at the right time
and it is legitimate to hope that it will give
authorship, first and foremost, the greatest
opportunity to fill our literature with a vigorous
new life, reconciling all discordant elements
in writing as well as publishing into a perfect
whole so that it will be heard like ‘harmony
in music’ all over one world.

NBT is grateful to Dr. V. Venkatappaiah for

providing this cutting from the September

1957 issue of the Book News Weekly.

This article was published in NBT Newsletter,

October 1996.

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan delivering his inaugural address. To his left are Maulana Abul

Kalam Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru and C.D. Deshmukh

“National Book Trust is playing a
  major role by publishing very

good and significant titles”, said Dr. A.
Vidyasagar, I.A.S., a noted poet and
short story writer in Telugu and
Commissionor, Department of Social
Welfare, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh. He
was speaking at the release function of
recent Telugu books published by NBT
at Vijayawada. Referring to titles like
Indira Gandhi, Dr. Vidyasagar said,
“biographies of eminent personalities help
us to understand the great and emotional
moments in their lives.” He also
suggested that NBT should open a sales
counter at Hyderabad for its readers
here.

Inaugurating the function, Dr.
Turlapati Kutumba Rao, eminent
journalist and critic, recalled his
association with Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi.

Commending the publication of the
biography of Indira Gandhi in Telugu by
NBT, guest speaker Prof. Chekuri
Narasimha Rao, Head, Dept. of Scientific
Socialism and Rural Development,
Acharya Nagarjuna University, in his
address discussed in detail Indira Gandhi
and her foreign policy.

Sri Tirunagari Vedanta Suri, eminent
Telugu journalist, released some of NBT’s

BOOK RELEASE FUNCTION

recent publications in Telugu on the
occasion. While discussing the books,
Sri Suru praised the layout and printing
quality of the books. He also suggested
that NBT should focus more on original
Telugu titles for children in Telugu.

Speaking at the function Sri
Mangalagiri Aditya Pranad, Station
Director, All India Radio, Vijayawada,
praised NBT’s role in book publishing
and promotion, especially children’s
literature.

The Telugu titles released include:

Indira Gandhi, Why I am an Atheist,
www.ghanajungle.com,  Anandi’s Rainbow,
Coming of Wheels, A Bond of Love, and
Tails.

The function was organised on 13
July 2008 in collaboration with ‘X Ray
Library and Cultural Organisation’ at
Vijayawada. An exhibition of NBT
publications was organised by Vishlandra
Book House, the local distributor of
NBT.

- P. Mohan

Writing science fiction for children has
always been an amazing experience for
any aspiring writer. National Centre for
Children’s Literature (NCCL), a wing of
the Trust, in collaboration with Tripura
State Council for Science and Technology,
conducted a three-day workshop for
young science fiction writers of Tripura
at Agartala.

Prabuddha Sundar Kar, Abhijeet
Chakraborty, Jahor Debuath, Kausik
Bhumik, Ms. Rupali Dutta, Mrs. Manila
Saha, Mainak Majumdar, Sujit Bhowmik
and Anjan Banik.

In the valedictory session, Shri Sanjay
Kumar Panda, Principal Secretary, Higher
Education, Tripura, graced as the Chief
Guest and addressed the authors.

The workshop focused on various
aspects, beginning with developing a
theme upto preparation of the end product
in the shape of a story for a periodical.

Participants and resource persons in
this workshop included Shri Kalyan
Gupta, Editor, Gomati, Dr. Ashes Gupta,
HOD of the Dept. of English, Tripura
University, Dr. Sayan Choudhry, Shri

SCIENCE WRITERS’ WORKSHOP
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Both Sides of the Sky: Post-Independence

Indian Poetry in English

Eunice de Souza (ed.)

ISBN 978-81-237-5331-7; Rs. 90.00

This anthology fulfils the long felt need
to have an authentic  and comprehensive
anthology of Indian poetry in English
written in the post-independence era.
Brought out under the special ‘Golden
Jubilee Anthology Series’ of the Trust, it
covers a wide spectrum of trends and
‘schools’ of poetry written in English
language in India. The anthology also
seeks to become a repository of the
creative aspirations and dilemmas of the
different generations of poets since
independence who have chosen to express
themselves in a language that now seems
to be fully integrated with the socio-
political and cultural realities of India.

Poets in this volume include Nissim
Ezekiel, Kamala Das, A K Ramanujan,
Lawrence Bantleman, Srinivas Rayaprol,
Keki N Daruwalla, Adil Jussawalla, G S
Sharad Chandra, Gieve Patel, Arvind
Krishna Mehrotrra, Arun Kolatkar, Dom
Moraes, Agha Shahid Ali, Anil Saari,

NBT PUBLICATIONS OF THE MONTH

Gopal Honnalgere, Kersy Katrak, Dilip
Chitre, Vinay Dharwadkar, Bibhu
Padhi, Jayanta Mahapatra, R
Parthasarathy, EV Ramakrishnan,
Santan Rodrigues, Darius Cooper,
Melanie Silgardo, Mamta Kalia,

Eunice de Souza, Manohar Shetty, Imtiaz
Dharker, Jimmy Avasia, Vikram Seth,
Menka Shivdasani, Rukmini Bhaya Nair,
Ruth Vanita, CP Surendran, Tabish Khair,
Jeeet Thayil, Vijay Nambisan, Charmayne
D’Souza, Marilyn Noronha, Mamang
Dai, GJV Prasad, Gopi Krishnan Kottoor,
Vivek Narayanan, S Anand, Meena
Kandasamy, Deepankar Khiwani, Anjum
Hasan, Sampurna Chattarji, Jane
Bhandari, Arundhathi Subramaniam,
Anand Thakore, Ranjit Hoskote, Jerry
Pinto, Tenzin Tsundue, Tishani Doshi,
Bhisham Bherwani, Siddhartha Menon.

Eunice de Souza (b. 1940) retired as
Head of the Department of English, St
Xavier’s College, Mumbai in 2000. She
has published four books of poems, Fix
(1979), Women in Dutch Painting (1988),
Ways of Belonging (1990) and New and
Selected Poems (1994). Ways of Belonging
was awarded The Poetry Book Society
Recommendation. She edited Nine Indian
Women Poets in 1997, published two
novellas, and edited various volumes of
19th and early 20th century poetry, fiction
and non-fiction written in English in
India.

RECENT NBT TITLES
INDIA—THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE

Maharashtra
Arun Sadhu
978-81-237-4691-7; Rs 100

Our Political System
Subhash C Kashyap
978-81-237-5251-8; Rs 90 (PB)
978-81-237-5252-5; Rs 300 (HB)

Panchayati Raj
M. Aslam
978-81-237-5188-7; Rs 60

Tuber Crops
K V Peter
978-81-237-4902-0; Rs 115

Uttar Pradesh
Subhodh Nath Jha
978-81-237-4960-0; Rs 75

YOUNG INDIA LIBRARY

India & World Cricket
Suryaprakash Chaturvedi
978-81-237-4945-7; Rs 90 (PB)
978-81-237-4946-4; Rs 235 (HB)

POPULAR SCIENCE

A Revolutionary Scientist: Einstein & His
Ideas
S Chatterjee & T V Venkateswaran
978-81-237-5095-8; Rs 50

Angels, Devil and Science: A Collection of
Articles on Scientific Temper
Pushpa M Bhargava & Chandana Chakrabarti
978-81-237-5182-5; Rs 85 (PB)
978-81-237-5184-9; Rs 225 (HB)

Wireless: The Latest Telecom Story
Mohan Sundara Rajan
978-81-237-5115-3; Rs 85 (PB)
978-81-237-5116-X; Rs 220 (HB)

FROM
THE
D IRECTOR ’S
DESK

The National Book Trust, India was
established on 1 August 1957 by

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, with the objective
of promoting book culture in the society. For
the last 50 years, the Trust has been working
towards fulfilling this objective by
publishing good reading material for a
varied readership and organising book
exhibitions, seminars, workshops and other
book related events. So far the Trust has
published about 17,000 titles in various
Indian languages including English.

As the nodal agency for promoting
books in India, the Trust organises book
fairs all over the country. Till now the  Trust
has organised 18 New Delhi World Book
Fairs, 31 National Book Fairs, 15 Children’s
Book Fairs, 58 regional book festivals and
more than 7,500 book exhibitions across
the country.

Besides, in its effort to promote Indian
publications abroad, the Trust participates
in major international book fairs with a
select exhibit of Indian publications brought
out by various Indian publishers. So far
the Trust has participated in over 350
international book fairs.

On the occasion of its Golden Jubilee
the Trust initiated the ‘Golden Jubilee
Anthologies’ series which will bring to the
readers post-independence writings. 55
anthologies of poetry,  short stories and
plays in 23 Indian languages are being
published. Special focus is on languages
including Sindhi, Rajasthani, Santhali,
Himachali and Maithili. These anthologies
will also be taken up for translation later
into other Indian languages, so that readers
of one language can enjoy and appreciate
literature of other languages.

I would like to reiterate that the Trust
will continue its efforts towards reaching
Indian writings to a wider readership both
in India and abroad.

Nehru Bhawan, the new office
complex of NBT, has been named
after Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of India. It was
Nehru’s vision of the importance of
books and his  ef forts  towards
promoting a culture of reading in the
society that gave shape to NBT.

centre. This feature has been artistically
camouflaged by constructing an amphi-
theatre, surrounded by the four storey
semi-circular office block with Writers’
Home.

While the office block is contiguous
with the two storeyed permanent display
block at the front, the four storeyed
stores/housing block is located separately
at the back.

At the ground floor of the Office
Block functions the Sales Section,
Northern Regional Office, Computer Cell
and the National Centre for Children’s
Literature.

The Chairman’s office, the Director’s
office, the Editorial section,
Establishment, Administration, Accounts
sections and Art Cell are on the first
floor.

The second and third floors house
the Exhibition, Information & Publicity,
Subsidy and the Production sections
respectively. The NBT Library is located
on the second and third floors. The
Bhawan also has a committee room and
a conference hall.

The Nehru Bhawan has been
designed by Kanvinde Rai Chowdhury
Architects, New Delhi and constructed
by the Cenral Public Works Department.

N
ational Book Trust, India started
functioning from a building
located in the Nizamuddin area

in 1957 and later relocated at the Green
Park office. The Trust has now moved to
its own sprawling building, Nehru
Bhawan, at the Vasant Kunj Institutional
Area.

Spread over an area of one hectare,
the building complex comprises of the
Office Block, the Permanent Display
Block and a separate Stores Housing
Block. Trapezoidal in shape, the plot has
a naturally formed large depression at its

ABOUT NEHRU BHAWAN
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POPULAR SOCIAL SCIENCE

Anganwadi for All
Jean Dréze & others
978-81-237-5233-4; Rs 35

Democracy in India
C P Bhambhri
978-81-237-5266-2; Rs 40 (PB)
978-81-237-5267-9; Rs 200 (HB)

Indian Agriculture Since Independence
G S Bhalla
978-81-237-4943-3; Rs 90 (PB)
978-81-237-4944-0; Rs 350 (HB)

India’s Foreign Policy Since Independence
V P Dutt
978-81-237-4945-6; Rs 80 (PB)
978-81-237-4956-3; Rs 250 (HB)

Population of India
Mahendra K Premi
978-81-237-4861-0; Rs 75 (PB)
978-81-237-4862-0; Rs 350 (HB)

1857: The Role of Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh
K C Yadav
978-81-237-5277-8; Rs 60 (PB)
978-81-237-5278-5; Rs 250 (HB)

Rebellion 1857
P C Joshi (Ed.)
978-81-237-4935-8; Rs 100 (PB)
978-81-237-4936-5; Rs 350 (HB)

Right to Information Act: A Primer
Suchi Pande & Shekhar Singh
978-81-237-5075-0; Rs 30

The Akali Movement
Mohinder Singh
978-81-237-5231-0; Rs 30 (PB)
978-81-237-5232-7; Rs 150 (HB)

NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY

Abbas Tyabji
Aparna Basu
978-81-237-5078-1; Rs 45

Minoo Masani
S V Raju
978-81-237-5079-8; Rs 40 (PB)
978-81-237-5080-4; Rs 200 (HB)

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Whom to Tell My Tale
K S Duggal
978-81-237-4900-6; Rs 65 (PB)
978-81-237-4901-3; Rs 250 (HB)

Mohit Sen: An Autobiography
978-81-237-4963-1; Rs 140

No Bread for Mandela: Memoirs of
Ahmed Kathrada
978-81-237-5201-3; Rs 135

GENERAL

Emerson and the Light of India
Robert C Gordon
978-81-237-4934-1; Rs 100

Gandhi’s India: Unity in Diversity
978-81-237-5213-6; Rs 40

Pushkin’s Last Poem
Achala Moulik
978-81-237-5214-3; Rs 50

Man Against Myth
Barrows Dunham
978-81-237-5071-2; Rs 95 (PB)
978-81-237-5072-9; Rs 300 (HB)

Some Great All-rounders
Surya Prakash Chuturvedi
978-81-237-5295-2; Rs 70

NEHRU BAL PUSTAKALAYA

Better Than the Best
Ramendra Kumar
978-81-237-5093-4; Rs 14

Fu-Ku: An Alien
Jagdish Joshi
978-81-237-5092-7; Rs 19

Animals You Can’t Forget
Ruskin Bond
978-81-237-4954-9; Rs 30

Five Stories from Guru Gobind Singh’s
Life
Pritam Singh
978-81-237-5211-2; Rs 17

Good Friends: A Tale from Tanzania
John Kilaka
978-81-237-5159-7; (PB) Rs 25

Stories by Jeelani Bano
Jeelani Bano
978-81-237-5091-X; Rs 25

AADAN PRADAN

Madhu Sadhukhan
Amiyabhushan Majumdar
978-81-237-5131-3; Rs 35

Selected Stories of Jainendra Kumar
Pradeep Kumar (comp.) Ravi N. Sinha (tr.)
978-81-237-5216-7; Rs 70

collection of plays, short-stories and poetry
in 23 Indian languages. These varied
writings also highlight the intrinsic unity
of creative expressions in our languages.

Addressing the guests, Prof. Bipan
Chandra said that “NBT was established
in 1957 and our mandate is to publish
and provide books for larger and general
readers in different languages of India.”
He also informed that the NBT has
introduced Sindhi and Rajasthani
languages besides a new series called

50 YEARS OF NBT:
A Journey with Books

‘Indian Literature’, through which it
intends to translate and publish short
stories/plays in many Indian languages.

Recalling the contributions of former
Chairmen and Directors of the Trust,
Prof. Chandra said that NBT has been
able to grow because of their guidance
and the excellent work done by them.

Prof. Moti Prakash and Dr. Nagen
Saikia were the Guests of Honour at the
function.

Later, Prof. Bipan Chandra released
the Golden Jubilee anthologies. The
anthologies released include Drishyantar

(an anthology of Marathi poetry), edited
by Prof. Chandrakant Patil; Sakh Bharay

Sabad (an anthology of Rajasthani poetry)
edited by Shri Arjun Dev Chavan; Katha-

Yatra (an anthology of Bangla short
stories) edited by Dr. Ram Kumar
Mukhopadhyay; Paridrishya (an
anthology of Marathi short novels)
edited by Nishikant Thakar; Pirah Khan

Poi (an anthology of Sindhi poetry) edited
by Prof. Moti Prakash; and Galp Chayan

(an anthology of Assamese short stories)
edited by Dr. Nagen Saikia.

Prof. Bipan Chandra presented a
copy each of the anthology to the
respective editors/languages who were
specially invited for the function.

–Surekha

NBT books has gone up by 1000 per
cent, and in last two years it has published
the works of over 200 authors. So far
NBT has published over 17,000 titles.

Speaking of the speical Golden
Jubilee Anthology Project initiated during
the Trust’s Golden Jubilee year, Ms.
Hassan said the objective of the project is
to provide readers a wide spectrum of
modern Indian literature through
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C O N T E N T S

51ST FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATIONS

N
ational Book Trust, India (NBT)
organised a book release-cum-
exhibition to celebrate its 51st

Foundation Day on 1st August 2008 at its
new office premises ‘Nehru Bhawan’, 5
Institutional Area, Phase-II, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-70. The complex has been
named after the first Prime Minister of
India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who
founded NBT on 1st August 1957 with
an objective to spread book culture in the
country.

The celebrations began with the
inauguration of the book exhibition titled
‘Fifty Years of NBT, India: A Journey
with Books’ by Prof. Bipan Chandra,
Chairman, NBT.

Welcoming the distinguished guests,
Ms. Nuzhat Hassan, Director, NBT, said
that during the last few years the sale of
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Rs 5.00; 50 paise per copyAn Annotated Rights Catalogue of the
Works on and by Mahatma Gandhi

published by National Book Trust, India 

Especially brought out on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the
Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi, this Annotated Rights Catalogue
has nearly 700 entries of the works on and by Mahatma Gandhi
published in India and abroad  with their annotations, bibliographic
details, copyright details, availability of translation and other rights with
full contact details for Rights enquiries about each title.
Compiled from the International Rights Exhibition of Works on and
by Mahatma Gandhi organised by National Book Trust, India at 18
New Delhi World Book Fair, Pragati Maidan, 02-10 February, 2008, it
also has  separate sections on Books by Gandhiji, Books on Gandhiji
and documentaries/films made on Mahatma Gandhi. With excerpts
from A Handbook of the Copyright Law  published by the Ministry
of Human Resource Development, Government of India, it is an ideal
handbook for publishers, translators, editors, literary agents,
researchers, documentary makers and for anybody interested in
Gandhian Studies.

Rs. 200.00 (Paperback) ISBN  978-81-237-5218-1
Rs. 900.00 (Hardbound) ISBN  978-81-237-5219-8
Pages 168, Size: 8.5" x 11" (demy quarto oblong)
Printed on Indian Art Paper (130 gsm) in Four Colour

LIMITED COPIES! PLACE  YOUR ORDER TODAY!

Write to:

The Manager (Sales & Marketing)
National Book Trust, India
Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area
Phase-II, Vasant Kunj
New Delhi - 110 070
E-mail:nbtindia@ndb.vsnl.net.in
Website: www.nbtindia.org.in

The Trust will be organising three Publishing Courses during
this financial year as per the following schedule:

Hyderabad : 10-23 September 2008

Delhi : 1-30 December 2008

Gangtok : 2-14 February 2009

The month-long course at Delhi would be followed by a
2-month internship where selected participants would be
sent to various renowned publishing houses for practical

training in the field of their choice.

Interested candidates may contact:
Joint Director (Production) National Book Trust, India,

Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area, Phase-II,
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070

JOIN NBT BOOK CLUB
AVAIL 20% DISCOUNT ON BOOK

PURCHASES
• 20 per cent discount on all NBT publications
• Rebate on postal charges depending upon the value of books

ordered
• NBT books of worth Rs. 25 on every purchase of books worth

Rs. 500 shall be given as gift to a member in a year.
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