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C O N T E N T S G O L A G H A T  B O O K  F E S T I V A L

“Those who use words to spread
violence and hatred can never be friends

of mankind. I am happy to note that at a
time when people in some parts of our
state are playing ‘holi’ with human blood,
NBT has come with the message of
knowledge and wisdom,” said Dr. Nagen
Saikia, eminent litterateur and former
President of Assam Sahitya Sabha. He
was inaugurating the Golaghat Book
Festival at General Field Golaghat on 17
October 2008, organised by NBT, India
in association with Golaghat Sahitya
Sabha, Golaghat District Administration
and All Assam Publishers and Booksellers
Association.
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Making a fervent appeal for more and
more translation of Assamese literary
works to other Indian languages, Dr.
Saikia, in his inaugural speech, said that
NBT could lead the way towards this end.
Prominent among the dignitaries present
in the Inaugural Function were Dr. Ajit
Barua, Shri Punyeswar Puzari and Shri
Pradip Chandra Saloi. Earlier in the
morning, a colourful Book March by
around 1,500 school children and
members of local NGOs and SHGs was
flagged off by Smt. Ajanta Neog, Hon’ble
State Minister of PWD in the presence
of the Deputy Commissioner, Golaghat
District, Shri D.N. Mishra.

PICK OF THE MONTH

FORTHCOMING BOOK FAIRS
National Book Week, Pune 29 Nov.–7 Dec. 2008

Baroda Book Fair 6–14 December 2008

Jamshedpur Book Fair 27 Dec.2008–4 Jan. 2009

Dibrugarh/Jorhat Book Fair Dec. 2008–Jan 2009

Dharamnagar Book Fair Dec. 2008–Jan 2009

Ludhiana Book Fair 3–11 January 2009

Bhilaspur Book Fair 17–25 January 2009

Tezpur Book Fair 7–12 February 2009

Mangalore Book Fair 21 Feb.–1 March 2009

M A I L  B A G
I have been regularly receiving your newsletter.
Of late, I have noted the changes in the layout,
including the masthead, as well as the style of
reporting and selection of topics. I have
nothing but words of praise for your simple
but effective way of communication which

offers a very positive exposure of an important institution like
NBT, India.

Kolkata Biswajit Matilal

October 2008 was a good issue. I am glad you have given a
complete list of books on Gandhi published by NBT. Also
your forthcoming book fairs at various places. Keep doing such
good work. Take good books to the people at affordable prices.

Chennai D.K. Oza

Let me congratulate and express thanks for your publishing
NBT Newsletter. It helped me in my research work.

Kolhapur  M. Sheikh

I am happy that NBT organises publishing courses in many
places. This helps to create good talents in the language
publishing field. This is a great job you are doing for the young
generation. All the best.

Jodhpur Mohan Takhur

Mulk Raj Anand: Role and

Achievement

Amrik Singh
978-81-237-5374-4; Rs. 45 (PB)
978-81-237-5375-1; Rs. 200 (HB)

Be A Member of
Readers’ Club Bulletin

a bilingual magazine for children brought out by

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

(A wing of National Book Trust, India)
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Among the interactive panel
discussions organised during the festival
include Mass Media and Book Reading,
Assamese Short Stories on
the Portals of the New
Millenium, Defining the
Contours of Translators’
Freedom in Literary
Translation, and Various
Thoughts on Assamese
Drama as well as Meet the
Author programmes.

Renowned authors,
translators, critics, editors,
scientists and theatre
personalities including
Anuradha Sarma Puzari, Dr.
Lakhminandan Bora,
Harekrishna Deka, Arupa
Patangia Kalita, Dr.
Nirajana M. Bezbora, Maini Mahanta,
Dr. Arup Barthakur, Rafiqul Hussain,
Baharul Islam, Praffulla Bora, Dr. Dinesh
Chandra Goswami, Dr. Padmeswar
Gogoi, Keshav Saikia and Amrit Jyoti

Mahanta took part in these discussions.
Every visitor including parents and

teachers would cheris for life the wave
of children turning up for various
children activities and competititions like
Sit and Draw, Quiz, Letter Writing, Story
Telling, Recitation, Extempore Speech,
Debating, Spelling Bee, and Treasure
Hunt. The spelling bee programme was
enlivened by an interesting conversation
between children and Dr. Santanoo
Tamuly, the Editor of Mouchaq. Most of
the children’s activities had to be shifted
to the open auditorium as the Children’s
Pavilion could not accommodate the
enthused participants, and the
competitions continued much beyond the

writer and social activist Smt. Aarati
Saikia was the Chief Guest. Golaghat
Sahitya Sabha which put in tremendous
efforts for mobilising the book lovers to

the Golaghat Book Festival,
also organised a cultural
programme based on the
composite Assamese Culture
depicting the age-old social
harmony.

The nine-days
Golaghat Book Festival with
around 115 stalls of
publishers and booksellers
f rom Assam, Delhi and
Kolkata, drew large crowds
and in particular the various
literary programmes and
cultural activities were
immensely popular both

among the book lovers and children. In
this regard the efforts of the District
Administration and police administration
deserve special mention in managing the
crowd.

–Deep Saikia

scheduled time to give a chance to every
child.

The festival came to and end with
the Prize Distribution Ceremony and
Valedictory Function where renowned

NBT books are available in 18 Indian languages besides
English, and at affordable prices. It has been a consistent
effort on the part of the Trust to make its books available in
every district by enrolling a larger number of booksellers all
over the country. Much has been achieved, much still remains
to be done. An individual wanting to buy NBT books so far
has to write to the Trust. This is expensive and time
consuming.

To facilitate the process of ordering books by VPP, the
Trust has launched the NBT Book Club. Individuals/
institutions can join the Book Club by paying a life membership
of Rs. 50 only. They will get the following facilities:

1. 20 per cent discount on all NBT publications.

2. Rebate on postal charges depending upon the value of
books ordered.

3. NBT books worth Rs. 25 on every purchase of books
worth Rs. 500 shall be given as a gift to a member in
a year, only on producing the original/copies of the bills
for purchases made. The year shall be financial year from
1 April of previous year to 31 March of next year as the
financial year is reckoned uniformly. The claims shall be
entertained only within six months of the close of the
financial year to which these pertain.

4. Regular information regarding new titles and other activities
of the Trust, through the NBT Newsletter, catalogues and
other publicity material, will be sent to the members.

Rules and Regulations

Membership: 1. Any resident/institution of India can become
a member

2. A nominal membership fee of Rs. 50 is
charged from the member.

Discount: Members are free to buy any publication of the
Trust at a discount of 20 per cent.

Postage: Books are sent by VPP. Full postage is charged
on orders worth Rs 50 or less; for orders
between Rs 51 and Rs 100, only half postage
is charged; and for orders above Rs 100, the
books are sent postage-free.

Write to

NBT BOOK CLUB
National Book Trust, India

Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area Phase-II
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi - 110070

BECOME A MEMBER OF NATIONAL BOOK TRUST ‘BOOK CLUB’
AND GET DISCOUNTS ON BOOK PURCHASES

B O O K S  R E C E I V E D
Reflections: The Bollywood Connection
Dorothea Nürnberg
ISBN 978-81-85002-84-2 Rs. 250
Bibliphile South Asia, C-127 Sarvodaya
Enclave, New Delhi-110017

In this anthology of short
stories, two cultures–Indian
and Western–meet in direct
exchange, creating new
fields of perception and
causing illusionary ideas to
fade away. Cultures and
strands of action in these
stories are complexly interlocked in multiple
layers, weaving in rapid succession a closely
meshed net of fiction and reality, in which
reality gets unmasked as a reflection of

subjective perception.

Intellectual Property: Issues in the
Publishing Industry
S.K. Ghai (ed.)
ISBN 978-81-86519-07-3 Rs. 250
Federation of Indian Publishers, 18-1/C,
Institutional Area, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg,
New Delhi-110067

In modern times intellectual
property has assumed great
importance. India has a very
comprehensive copyright law
which has been made up to
date from time to time with
the latest developments in
the international field. The
articles in this book look into the IP issues
especially in the publishing industry.

RSS, School Texts and the Murder of
Mahatma Gandhi
Aditya Mukherjee & others
ISBN 978-81-7829-854-2
Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd.,
B1/1-1, Mohan Cooperative Industrial
Area, Mathura Road,
New Delhi-110044

The book undertakes the
novel experiment of
juxtaposing three
apparently quite different
issues, the nature of the RSS
school textbooks, the murder
of the Mahatma and the

basic Hindu communal ideology as articulated
by Savarkar and Golwalkar. While deeply
delving into all three aspects, it brings out the
interplay among them. The book brings home
to us the threat communalism poses to our
society.

Annapurna Poems
Yuyutsu R.D. Sharma
ISBN 81-8250-040-0 Rs. 295
Nirala Publications, G.P.O. Box 7004,
Darya Ganj, New Delhi-110002

A collection of poetry by the author who has
made Annapurna region his home for the
last two decades. Yuyutsu’s devotion for the
mountains and the people living there makes
him to conjure his treks to the remote
Himalayan regions,
searching for life on the
bleeding mule paths of
human struggle, listening to
the chorus of cicadas and
dramas of hunger and strife
in the hushed grounds. All
his experiences reflect in
these collection.
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FROM
THE
D IRECTOR ’S
DESK

It is always fulfilling to see the way the
Indian experience at the 2006 Frankfurt
Book Fair (FBF), when our country was
the Guest of Honour with National Book
Trust, India as the Nodal Agency, has
lingered in the minds of different
stakeholders taking upon new attires. While
the Ministry of External Affairs released
its magazine India Perspective (September-
October 2008 issue) focused on Indian
publishing at the stall of National Book
Trust, India at this year’s FBF, the New
Delhi based German Book Office of FBF
that was set up after the immensely
successful India’s Guest of Honour
Presentation, organised India specific
programmes in association with Indian
publishers. To take the story further,
Germany has been granted the status of
Guest Country at the New Delhi World
Book Fair, 2010 and National Book Trust,
India has already organised an international
publishers’ conference ‘Professional
Publishing in India’ in January 2008 and is
working on its second edition for 2009 in
collaboration with FBF. Indian presence in
the international book trade as well as the
interest of the global publishing fraternity
in India has grown significantly as the
signals emanating from the participation
in the 2008 FBF show. At the 22nd
International Rights Directors Meeting,
where the undersigned was a participant,
one of important case studies presented
was ‘Selling English Language Rights to
Non-English Languages’ with focus on
Brazil, Russia, China and India. NBT, India,
that put up a collective exhibit of Indian
books at FBF 2008, also introduced its
Annotated Catalogue of the Works on and
by Mahatma Gandhi titled ‘In Words and
in Deeds’, to many interested foreign
publishers while inviting them to the 2010
New Delhi World Book Fair.

3

PUBLISHING: FORWARD TO GREATER HEIGHTS

India is one of the seven top countries

in the world in terms of the number

of books published as per UNESCO’s

statistics. Over 80,000 new books are

published annually in India in 24

languages. While there is no dearth of

good writers, both in the academic as

well as the technical field, there are

authors in every language.

There was a time when Indian

publishing was known to the world only

through English books by known

authors like R.K. Narayan, Bhabani

Bhattacharjee, Kamla Markandey and

Khwaja Ahmed Abbas. Indeed, there

was lack of knowledge about the total

Indian publishing scenario, which

witnesses publications f rom a wide

variety of authors and languages.

Sahitya Akademi, that is the

Academy of Letters, encourages authors

of all the languages and awards them

honours on a yearly basis. This was

established at the initiative of India’s

first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Sahitya Akademi publishes books in 24

languages and has added four more from

the tribal areas.

Written by Amrik Singh, NBT has
brought out a publication titled Mulk

Raj Anand: Role and Achievement,
under its National Biography series.
Herein we reproduce an excerpt from
a chapter ‘The Achievement of Mulk
Raj Anand’.

Anand led three paralled careers. He
started as a novelist and short story

writer and laid the foundation for bringing
out the innovative journal Marg. After
three decades, he ceased to be its editor.
But throughout his career, he continued
to live up to the role of an Indian intellec-
tual as he perceived for himself. Each
aspect of these careers have been referred
to and discussed in the previous chapters.

Those who are connected with creative
writing do not know much, except in
general terms, about what he
accomplished as a critic of art; and those
who admire his work as an art critic are
not knowledgeable enough about his role
and standing as a writer. In regard to his
role as an Indian intellectual, no one is
all that committed to it.

In brief, it is his first two roles—a
creative writer and an art critic—to which
most attention has to be given. As a
novelist, he has received considerable
attention as a pioneer in Indo-Anglian
fiction. Apart from him, Raja Rao and
R.K. Narayan were the two other known
figures who constituted a kind of trinity
and were looked up to with admiration.
As far as Anand is concerned, he had
written about Indian life with genuine
passion and commitment. Most of his
early novels focused upon the theme of
exploitation and social justice. This role
of his as a writer of novels has received
considerable appreication. But, his short
stories have not received as much
attention as they deserved....

In 1973, M.K. Naik, one of his better
known critics in the sphere of Indo-
Anglian writing, brought out a book on
Anand... After having discussed his work,
he concludes by saying:

...What Anand can do and has done
is meaningful enough. In spite of his

doctrinaire convictions, he has, at his
best, appreciated the finest aspects of
both tradition and modernity. His
humanitarian compassion which gives
an unmistakable ring of sincerity to
narrative after narrative; his Saeva

indignatio against social wrongs, and
his ruthless realism in exposing the
exploitation of the bottom dogs of
Indian society; the vast range of his
work; the wealth of characters from
different strata of Indian life in it; his
significant experiments in form in
novels like Untouchable and The Big

Heart and stories like ‘The Lost
Child’, his daring attempt to float
‘Pigeon Indian’ in the firmament of
Indian Writing in English; his
narrative and descriptive talent and the
lyricism that enlivens his prose, when
occasion demands—all these stamp
him as a major Indian novelist and
short story writer in English, his many
limitations notwithstanding....
Naik had quite a few critical things

to say about him. At one stage, he argued
that the post-independent India should
have provided an exciting artistic
challenge to him, but somehow Anand
failed to meet this challenge.... What went
wrong? He pointedly asks:

Why was Anand’s art unable to
develop new dimensions after
Independence? An artist’s mind and
development are a sphinx’s riddle and
a critic can at best only hazard a guess
(with due apologies). Did Anand find
the social wrongs which formed the
central subject of his fiction
completely eradicated after
Independence? Certainly not. An
objective observer will have to concede
that though a certain amount of
progress has been achieved, many of
the pre-Independence problems either
still remain unsolved or have
developed fresh ramifications (as
Anand himself tried unsuccessfully to
show in The Road).

No one can answer these questions.
Anand himself told Naik that he planned
to write something about Bangladesh.

Apart from that meaningful theme, there
was the whole drama of the partition of
India which he had witnessed at first
hand. He had not been involved in it
personally except from a distance. He had
decided to settle down in Bombay, and
Lahore soon became a part of the days
gone by. He did attempt to write
something about the tribal attack on
Kashmir. But the novel which he wrote
on this theme, The Death of a Hero, turned
out to be unbelievably poor.

...The first one was that it was the
impact of his childhood memories and
the strong humanist outlook which he
had developed and which led him to write
the first two novels in the way he did so.
Once that phase of his life was over, he
gradually discovered a kind of emptiness
within himself. The decision to come
back to India soon after the war provided
him an occasion to deal with this problem.

Secondly, the fact that he could
arrange to bring out a journal of art
criticism like Marg was the fulfillment
of a dream which gave him the kind of
opening that he had been waiting for....

...A constructive way of looking at the
whole issue would be to recognise the
fact that whether there was an emotional
or intellectual upheaval in his thinking
or not, he developed a whole new career
for himself as an art critic. Which of these
two careers will eventually give him the
kind of standing to which he is entitled
remains to be seen.

T H R E E  R O L E S  O F  M U L K  R A J  A N A N D

That provides a pan-Indian picture

of Indian authorship and publishing.

The National Book Trust,

established in 1954, organises book fairs

in New Delhi and all over the country

to propagate the cult of reading books.

The National Book Trust also publishes

in a number of languages and all good

literature at very reasonable prices.

Indian publishers are provided

facilities for training in publishing

through a number of organisations.

Firstly, the Institute of Book

Publishing has been doing training

programmes for publishers for a long

time at a very high standard. Many

publishers, not only from India but

from a number of Asian countries, also

benefit.

India’s literacy rate of 65 per cent

throws up a vast number of persons who

are available to read books. Equally true

are the tremendous opportunities for

writers and publishers. It is no wonder

then to find that many international

publishing houses are keen to set up

their units in this country.

–D.N. Malhotra

Courtesy: India Perspectives

With more than a whopping 80,000 new books published every year, the

publishing industry in India is one of the most vibrant. Spanning a host of

languages, the country’s book publishers provide opportunities to little known, as

well as acknowledged and accomplished writers.

JOIN NBT BOOK
CLUB

AVAIL 20% DISCOUNT ON
BOOK PURCHASES

• 20 per cent discount on all
NBT publications

• Rebate on postal charges
• NBT books of worth Rs. 25

on every purchase of books
worth Rs. 500 shall be given
as gift to a member in a year.
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