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(CThose who use words to spread

violence and hatred can never be friends
of mankind. I am happy to note that at a
time when people in some parts of our
state are playing ‘holi’ with human blood,
NBT has come with the message of
knowledge and wisdom,” said Dr. Nagen
Saikia, eminent litterateur and former
President of Assam Sahitya Sabha. He
was inaugurating the Golaghat Book
Festival at General Field Golaghat on 17
October 2008, organised by NBT, India
in association with Golaghat Sahitya
Sabha, Golaghat District Administration
and All Assam Publishers and Booksellers

Association.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Rs 5.00; 50 paise per copy

December 2008

Making a fervent appeal for more and
more translation of Assamese literary
works to other Indian languages, Dr.
Saikia, in his inaugural speech, said that
NBT could lead the way towards this end.
Prominent among the dignitaries present
in the Inaugural Function were Dr. Ajit
Barua, Shri Punyeswar Puzari and Shri
Pradip Chandra Saloi. Earlier in the
morning, a colourful Book March by
around 1,500 school children and
members of local NGOs and SHGs was
flagged off by Smt. Ajanta Neog, Hon'ble
State Minister of PWD in the presence
of the Deputy Commissioner, Golaghat
District, Shri D.N. Mishra.
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Among the interactive panel
discussions organised during the festival
include Mass Media and Book Reading,
Assamese Short Stories on
the Portals of the New
Millenium, Defining the

Contours of Translators’

Freedom in Literary
Translation, and Various |
Thoughts on Assamese
Drama as well as Meet the
Author programmes.
Renowned authors, |= &
translators, critics, editors,
scientists and theatre [¢
personalities including
Anuradha Sarma Puzari, Dr.
Lakhminandan Bora,

Harekrishna Deka, Arupa

Mahanta took part in these discussions.

Every visitor including parents and
teachers would cheris for life the wave
of children turning up for various
children activities and competititions like
Sitand Draw, Quiz, Letter Writing, Story
Telling, Recitation, Extempore Speech,
Debating, Spelling Bee, and Treasure
Hunt. The spelling bee programme was
enlivened by an interesting conversation
between children and Dr. Santanoo
Tamuly, the Editor of Mouchag. Most of
the children’s activities had to be shifted
to the open auditorium as the Children’s
Pavilion could not accommodate the
enthused participants, and the
competitions continued much beyond the
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Patangia Kalita, Dr.

Nirajana M. Bezbora, Maini Mahanta,
Dr. Arup Barthakur, Rafiqul Hussain,
Baharul Islam, Praffulla Bora, Dr. Dinesh
Chandra Goswami, Dr. Padmeswar
Gogoi, Keshav Saikia and Amrit Jyoti

scheduled time to give a chance to every
child.

The festival came to and end with
the Prize Distribution Ceremony and
Valedictory Function where renowned

writer and social activist Smt. Aarati

Saikia was the Chief Guest. Golaghat
Sahitya Sabha which put in tremendous
efforts for mobilising the book lovers to
the Golaghat Book Festival,
also organised a cultural
programme based on the
composite Assamese Culture
depicting the age-old social

harmony.

1 The nine-days
3 | Golaghat Book Festival with
| around 115 stalls of

publishers and booksellers
from Assam, Delhi and
Kolkata, drew large crowds
and in particular the various
literary programmes and
| cultural activities were
" immensely popular both
among the book lovers and children. In
this regard the efforts of the District
Administration and police administration
deserve special mention in managing the
crowd.

—Deep Saikia
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With more than a whopping 80,000 new books published every year, the
publishing industry in India is one of the most vibrant. Spanning a host of
languages, the country’s book publishers provide opportunities to little known, as

well as acknowledged and accomplished writers.

ndia is one of the seven top countries

in the world in terms of the number
of books published as per UNESCO’s
statistics. Over 80,000 new books are
published annually in India in 24
languages. While there is no dearth of
good writers, both in the academic as
well as the technical field, there are
authors in every language.

There was a time when Indian
publishing was known to the world only
through English books by known
authors like R.K. Narayan, Bhabani
Bhattacharjee, Kamla Markandey and
Khwaja Ahmed Abbas. Indeed, there
was lack of knowledge about the total
Indian publishing scenario, which
witnesses publications from a wide
variety of authors and languages.

Sahitya Akademi, that is the
Academy of Letters, encourages authors
of all the languages and awards them
honours on a yearly basis. This was
established at the initiative of India’s

first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.
Sahitya Akademi publishes books in 24
languages and has added four more from
the tribal areas.

That provides a pan-Indian picture
of Indian authorship and publishing.

The National Book Trust,
established in 1954, organises book fairs
in New Delhi and all over the country
to propagate the cult of reading books.
The National Book Trust also publishes
in a number of languages and all good
literature at very reasonable prices.

Indian publishers are provided
facilities for training in publishing
through a number of organisations.
Firstly, the of Book
Publishing has been doing training
programmes for publishers for a long
time at a very high standard. Many
publishers, not only from India but
from a number of Asian countries, also
benefit.

India’s literacy rate of 65 per cent
throws up a vast number of persons who
are available to read books. Equally true
are the tremendous opportunities for
writers and publishers. It is no wonder
then to find that many international
publishing houses are keen to set up
their units in this country.

—D.N. Malhotra
Courtesy: India Perspectives

JOIN NBT BOOK

CLUB

AVAIL 20% DISCOUNT ON
BOOK PURCHASES

e 20 per cent discount on all
NBT publications

* Rebate on postal charges

* NBT books of worth Rs. 25
on every purchase of books
worth Rs. 500 shall be given
as gift to a member in a year.
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It is always fulfilling to see the way the
Indian experience at the 2006 Frankfurt
Book Fair (FBF), when our country was
the Guest of Honour with National Book
Trust, India as the Nodal Agency, has
lingered in the minds of different
stakeholders taking upon new attires. While
the Ministry of External Affairs released
its magazine India Perspective (September-
October 2008 issue) focused on Indian
publishing at the stall of National Book
Trust, India at this year’s FBF, the New
Delhi based German Book Office of FBF
that was set up after the immensely
successful India’s Guest of Honour
Presentation, organised India specific
programmes in association with Indian
publishers. To take the story further,
Germany has been granted the status of
Guest Country at the New Delhi World
Book Fair, 2010 and National Book Trust,
India has already organised an international
publishers’ conference ‘Professional
Publishing in India’ in January 2008 and is
working on its second edition for 2009 in
collaboration with FBF. Indian presence in
the international book trade as well as the
interest of the global publishing fraternity
in India has grown significantly as the
signals emanating from the participation
in the 2008 FBF show. At the 22nd
International Rights Directors Meeting,
where the undersigned was a participant,
one of important case studies presented
was ‘Selling English Language Rights to
Non-English Languages” with focus on
Brazil, Russia, China and India. NBT, India,
that put up a collective exhibit of Indian
books at FBF 2008, also introduced its
Annotated Catalogue of the Works on and
by Mahatma Gandbhi titled ‘In Words and
in Deeds’, to many interested foreign
publishers while inviting them to the 2010
New Delhi World Book Fair.
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